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FARMERS AND RANCHERS TO REPORT PRODUCTION PRACTICES 

What pesticides are needed to control weeds, insects, and diseases?  What farmland stewardship practices do
agricultural producers apply?  What modern technologies are producers adopting?  To answer these questions and
gather reliable, objective information about production practices,  the U.S. Department of Agriculture's National
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) will go directly to the source by asking producers to complete the
Agricultural Resource Management Survey (ARMS) during the fall of 2004.   

Some 300 producers in Idaho will be included in ARMS.  The survey interviewers will gather data about  wheat
production practices.  Information about fertilizer and pesticide applications; nonchemical pest suppression practices
and genetically modified seed usage will be asked.   Agricultural pesticides are subject to periodic reregistration,
so it is imperative that producers report pesticides used. 

ARMS data contributes to an overall understanding of policymakers, the Extension Service, grower associations
and consumers of how biotechnology, modern machinery and efficient production practices have evolved to produce
an abundant food supply.  Research of the data will lead to development of  more recommendations which will
improve agricultural production, while also ensuring a safe environment for producers, their families and
communities.

Idaho farm operators selected to participate in this year’s survey will soon be notified by letter, and interviewers will
visit participants at their convenience to collect the data.  ARMS is one example of how the USDA and producers
work together to provide meaningful, accurate and objective statistical information that makes U.S. agriculture and
rural communities among the most robust in the world.  

The USDA uses results of the ARMS data when publishing information on agricultural chemical usage and
analyzing commodity production income and costs in a series of reports in 2005.  All agricultural statistics published
by NASS are available at www.usda.gov/nass/.  For more information, call 1-800-691-9987.

Find agricultural statistics for your county, State, and the Nation at www.usda.gov/nass/.
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